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Sir: 

I, Kenichi SUZUKI, declare the following: 

(1) I am a Japanese citizen. 

(2) I graduated from Nagasaki University, Faculty of Mechanical System 
Engineering, with a Master Degree in March of 1997. 

(3) I have been employed with MITSUI CHEMICALS, INC. (hereinafter 
"MITSUI") since April of 1 997, and have continued my employment with MITSUI until the 
present time. From April of 1997 to March of 2000, I was a researcher in the Polymer 
Laboratory, in Nagoya City, engaged in the areas of resin finishing (film, non-woven fabric). 
From April of 2004 to the present time, I have been working as a researcher at the 
Development Center, Department of Development of Composite Technology in Yokkaichi 
and Sodegaura, engaged in the area of resin finishing (non-woven fabric). 
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(4) 1 am a co-inventor of the present invention. I have read and am familiar with 
the above-identified United States patent application filed May 17, 2005, the Office Action 
and the references cited therein. 

(5) The following experiments were conducted by me or under my direct 
supervision. 

Experiments 

Additional Experiment was the same as Example 1 in the specification of the above- 
identified application, except the sheath-core fiber had an eccentric cross section. Additional 
Experiment corresponds to the fiber described in Clark et al. The fibers in Additional 
Experiment and Example 1 were tested in terms of spinning and the results are summarized 
in the following table, together with other properties thereof: 



Cross Section 



Core Portion (A) 



Resin 



SIC induction period at 140*0. (sec) 



MFJUe/lOmnri 
Melting Point ("Q 



Sheath Portion (Bt 



Resin 



SIC induction period at 140 °C (sec) 



Example 1 



Concentric 



PP1 



279 



15 



162 



PP3 



399 



Additional Experiment 
Eccentric 



PP1 



279 



15 



162 



PP3 



599 



MFR (G/10 rnuri 



Melting Point (°C> 



Core/Sheath Weight Ration AfR 
Spinning Property 



60 



162 



10/90 



Excellent 



60 



162 



10/90 



Frequent breakage of 
. fibers 



The above results show that Example 1 was excellent in spinning. However, in 
Additional Experiment, spinning could not be conducted due to frequent breakage of the fiber 
just below a nozzle. 
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I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and 
that all statements on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or 
any patent issuing thereon. 



Date: July (0 . ZOO*] 



By: 




Kenichi SUZUKI 
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